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June 2006

Dear Interested Parties:

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources is completing the process of updating
the 1992 Forest Resource Plan. The department began this process in March 2004 by scoping
the need, purpose, policy objectives and significant environmental issues that should be
considered when updating the plan. A significant amount of oral and written comments were
received and as a result of this scoping effort, the department released a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement on the Policy for Sustainable Forests, held six public hearings across the state
to obtain public comment, and has published the attached Final Environmental Impact Statement
on the Policy for Sustainable Forests.

These Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) analyze 25 policy subject areas that are organized
by four major policy categories: Economic Performance; Forest Ecosystem Health and
Productivity; Social and Cultural Benefits; and Implementation. Key policy issues and decisions
facing the Board of Natural Resources include Old-Growth Stands in Western Washington;
Public Access and Recreation; Forest Health; Wildlife Habitat; and Forest Land Planning.

This Final EIS provides environmental analysis to assist the Board of Natural Resources in their
decision-making process and ultimate adoption of the Policy for Sustainable Forests. The
policies contained in this document will guide long-term sustainable management of 2.1 million
acres of forested state trust lands. As a result, the people of Washington can expect the continual
flow of economic, ecological and social benefits well into the future, including revenue to

support our public institutions, creation of wildlife habitat, clean air and water, as well as outdoor
recreation.

Thank you for your interest in this Final Environmental Impact Statement on the Policy for
Sustainable Forests. A 7-day waiting period begins with the publication of this document. Next
steps include presenting the policies analyzed in this Final EIS to the Board of Natural Resources
for their consideration for adoption at their regularly scheduled July 1 1™ meeting.

].)nilg Syftherland
Commlssioner of Public Lands
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